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THE REVEREND 
THOMAS MORGAN, MODERATOR; 
THE REVEREND 
MICAIAH TOWGOOD, SCRIBE; 


AND TO THE OTHER 
REVEREND UNITED MINISTERS, 
MEMBERS or Tux ASSEMBLY; 
THIS SERMON, 


PREACHED BY THEIR APPOINTMENT, 
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AND PUBLISHED AT THEIR UNANIMOUS REQUEST; 


19 WITH ALL HUMILITY INSCRIBBD, BY 


Dec. 5. 1778. . THE AUTHOR. 
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IT Co R. III. 9. 
. e are labourers together with Go b. | 
T Corinth, a large and wealthy city of Achaia, the 


| Apoſtle St. Paul had ſpent two yours, n A 
Chriſtian Church. 


In that time, no doubt, he not only had thoroughly in- 


ſtructed his converts in the genuine Nature of Chriſtianity, 
but had fortified their minds againſt thoſe corruptions, which 
deeply-rooted prejudices might poſſibly introduce. 

An inclination to the old religion might be diſguiſed 
under a chriſtian name, and profeſſion. | 

Nor were the Apoſtle's fears groundleſs. During his ab- 


ſence for three years, many abuſes crept in among them, and 


ſtained the ſimple purity of their religion. 
Hence you have the occaſion of the Epiſtle from which 


the Text is taken, written, as it is ſuppoſed, juſt before Paul's 


departure from Epheſus, in the year of Chriſt, fifty-ſeven. 
With great ſtrength and energy of reaſoning, he reproves 
that ſectarian 1 which had divided them into numerous 


parties. 
Your Church is more like the ſchools of human Philo- 


ſophy, than the family of that one Head, and Maſter, who 


came to unite all ſincere good men, in one friendly ſociety. 
T am of Paul, I, of Apollos, I, of Cephas, and I, of 

Chriſt. In what doth this differ from the Language of the 

Porch, and the, Greve, and other Philoſophic Schools? 


* 


—— — — —— — — :) — —— 


e e ee 

x am of Ariſtotle, and I of Zens L of OR OR and I 
of Plato (a). 

The true nature of the | Goſpel ; is unknown, while 1 
are theſe diviſions among you. Ye are yet carnal. Chriſtians 
have but one Leader Jeſus the Son of Gop. We are his 
Servants. We teach his Leflons. We are not ourſelves the 
authors: of this Syſtem. We wiſh. to make you his diſciples. 
The ſucceſs we have any where had, is owing to the Provi- 


dence, and Grace of Gop. I have planted,  Apolles watered, 


but Gop gave the increaſe. So then, neither is he any thing 


& * * - 


mncreaje., Ve te Gov's buſbandry and Gop 8 building, We are 


fellow-labourers, appointed by Gop, ourepyor £oper, Oed, and 
engaged with % wang in the nn of truth, Piet, and 


holineſs (4. 
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(5) Interpreters differ about the tranitHtibn* of this ſentence. ' Some are 
afraid, that too much is attributed to man, in the common verſion. But be 
the words rendered. as they may, it will require. a good ſhare of wiſdom, in 
any one, to prove, that a man engaged in the promotion of 'Fruth, and Ho- 
lineſs, is not a. ſellow - labourer, in his meaſure, with the divine Being. 

What Dr. Ogden fays to Chriſtians in general, may be particularly applied 
to Chriſtian Miniſters. When you are doing good, you are doing what Gop 
doth; and what he wiſhes you ta do. Vou are employed in the very ſame 
work with your Creator, and aſſiſting Him, to accompliſh his divine under- 
takings. You are advancing | the end, for which he Earth itſelf was 'cre- 
ated, and according to your "meaſure, 51 ſay, with the Redeemer hinaſelf, 


mo Father worketh hitherto, and I work, 


Dei, enim ſumus Adjutores: Lx CI Exc. 


Ve the preachers of the Goſpel, are but labourers employed by Gop about 
that 'which is his work, Lor. 
G,, Yelp taper gvrepyor. Dei, enim 1 Adjutores. Nos Apoſtoli; et 
Doctores alii. Quos dejecerat,, Deo comparans, eos hominibus comparans, 


multum attollit: dicit enim 7 cum Deo operari, ſuo ſcilicet modo, Iidem 


et veritati oooperari Gicuntur. Ep. — III. 8. . 8 
uc 


1 23 


| thinks! is the 8 ee of the Chriſtian clergy. 
Can the moſt aſpiring ambition thirſt for higher honour than 
this? Say of a man, he is a /abourer together with Gop, and 
vou raiſe in our eſteem, a poor worm of the duſt to a rank 
with the exalted orders of pure, intel gent beiogs. 010 
To form a proper eſtimate of this honour, we ito; duly. 
contemplate the magnificent Greatneſs; and Majeſty of that 
bleſſed and-only-Potentate, the King of Kings, and Lonn 
of Lords, in whoſe ſervice we are engage. 
Not deterred by the immenſe. proſpech let our minds ariſe 
through- the vaſt regions: of ſpace, and view worlds, and 
ſyſtems. without number, till imagination is wearied with 
the boundleſs excurſion, and become incapable of-advancing. 
Then pauſe we, and admire one ſtupendous univerſe, com- 
poſed of innumerable orbs, all governed by the wiſe laws, 
and ſupported by the Almighty power of one eg e. 
all- bountiful Father. > einen ein 2151 5 
We obſerve that each atom, as well as each HOES wy its re- 
gulations. That the n of the Creator is: nb and 
univorſal! nite. own ed 1040) 4, 
In the eee his Band phos. ten 05 
vaſt planets, and preſerves the ſmalleſt herb of the field. 
The ſame eye ſeeth the revolutions of mighty empires, 
and noticeth the falling of a ſparrow to the groundd- 
The ſame care provides for the moſt glorious order of 
angels who ſurround the heavenly throne, and feeds the 
meaneſt inſect tliat crawleth upon the made 19 ups 
by: the human eye iz 67 ogg) 
What exalted apprehenſions, does : er Philoſophy 
give us of the Father of univerſal nature. 
Vet are our conceptions by no means adequate. 
We feel the force of that humiliating queſtion : Canſt thou 
by ſearching find out Gop, canſt thou find out the Almighty to 
B 2 perfection ? 
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and fee our work continued to everlaſtin 8. 


E 


perfection? The human mind conceives ideas, which cannot 


properly be expreſſed, till Immenſity be equal to a point, or a 


moment to everlaſting days. Vet are thoſe ideas too mean. 

Are we then called, to co-operate with One ſo High, fo 
Glorious, ſo Majeſtic? How. e how ennobling the 
thought! 

In the ſupport of the als, we are not indeed fellow- 
labourers with the divine Being. Our office is more noble. 
To be the guardians of worlds, were we qualified, would 
be doubtleſs high honour. To be guardians of the di- 
vine Image ſtamped upon the human ſoul, is far higher 
honour, and this honour have all Chriſtian miniſters. | 

A proper reflection upon the miniſterial character, in this 
view, would greatly tend to preſerve us from the mean folly 


of fanaticiſm, and the baſe treachery of lukewarmneſs. En- 
gaged with the Deity, in the ſame glorious work, we find 
the characters of Divinity, imprinted on our eee. : 


It is Eternal. It is completely uſeful. 

The builders of Egyptian Pyramids, of magnificent temples, 
or ſtately palaces, can now form no more deſigns of improve- 
ment, or aſtoniſn the u e _ ſtill ee n of 
Architecture. 

The painter whoſe cen reflect W apoa the art for 
ede ages, is rudely hurried away from an unfiniſhed 
piece, by the King of Terrors; n in n "_ there is nei- 
ther wiſdom, nor device. 

The Stateſman, the General, the 8 tine i in their <a 
Their lives are advantageous to their country. They ſhed bleſ- 
ſings, it may be, upon the next, or a third generation. 

But all earthly perfection has its End. 1 

We the Chriſtian Clergy can look beyond the grave, 


(37 

We ſow mncorruptible ſeed. The plant that ſprings up 
in the human heart, grows in this world with difficulty, 
as in an unfriendly climate. But. death removes it, to its 
. own proper ſoil, where it expands, flouriſhes, bloſſoms, 
and bears fruit under the Influences of Eternal Light. - . 
When all the ſtupendous works of the world are de- 
ſtroyed, and the wiſdom of ages returns to darkneſs, and 
the riches of nations mingle with original nothing, the 
human mind formed by us to the enjoyment of the unn 
ſhall ariſe to more glorious accom pliſhments. 

When the diſciple of Jeſus, whom we have trained up 
in the knowledge, and practice of true religion, departs 
from this imperfect ſchool, he is removed to a higher 
claſs, and we preſent the unfiniſhed mind, as it were, to the 
Great Creator Himſelf, to be perfected. There our work, 
begun with much fear, and carried on with the keeneſt 
anxiety, is completed. 

Whatever has a tendency to impede the progreſs of 
virtue, is from thence baniſhed. | | 

There intellectual powers ſhall be evolved, wich which 
in the body, we were unacquainted (c). And the mind con- 
ftantly furniſhed with new ideas, and animated by new, 
intellectual ſcenes, will be eternally becoming more like 
the Adorable Fountain of love and wiſdom. 

We are labourers together with Gop, and we know, that 
what Gor doth, it fhall be for ever. 

Again, as our work is efernal, ſo is it completely uſeful. 
This can be faid, in its fulleſt extent, of no other em- 
ployment on earth. Human arts, and ſciences are indiſ- 
as uſeful in a very high degree. And they who are 

engaged in the en of them, are worthy of our 


(e) Dr. Price's moſt 3 diſſertation on the 1 unction of virtuous 
nen in a 9 ſtate. : 
| real 


„ 
real . We, by no meant, intend to inſinuate the 
leaſt diſparagement of them, when we ſay, our eee 
is ſtill more uſeful and advantageous. 5 
The fine arts, and the ſciences own the 5 
They ingenuouſly concede. Nay more, they would; re- 


Joice in the ſervice, and they court the friendſhip of re- 


ligion. They defire to ornament her train, while they 
reject the thought of increaſing the beauty of her perſon. 
The influence of religion extends to the bodies, and ſouls, 
and to every poſſible circumſtance, and ſituation of men. 
It ſtrengthens the faculties of the human mind by ex- 
tinguiſhing or regulating whatever has a tendency to weaken 
them; and is therefore the beſt an for every 


worthy, and rational purſuit. 


It tends, to form the whole world into one, grand ſo- 
ciety of uſeful beings, who are all exerting themſelves in ac- 
compliſhing the deſigns of Infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, 

In this world, it does what nothing elſe can do. 

It beſtows perfect, pure, refined happineſs. IH 7 i 
Religion places the Lamp of Hope in the tombs of che 
en and at length introduces them into the Preſence 

of the immortal King, where are joys for evermore. 

In one word, for, to pro would lead us to Anstzey 
it ſecures the peace of individuals, the welfare of king- 
doms, and worlds, and promotes the glory of Him who is the 
Father of all. Give me leave to add, it is the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, only, which is the parent of all theſe bleſſings together. 

A ſyſtem, that lays a ſolid baſis for the moſt enlarged 
deſires, the moſt extenſive hopes, and the moſt refined 


pleaſures in the perfections of the Divine Nature. 


Its authority is eſtabliſhed by unanſwerable arguments, nk. 
its credentials ſcaled by the preſcience and power of Her (4). 


(4) Diſplayed i in 9 and miracles. 
pid 


£5 


— Chriſtianity with every other Scheme that has 
3 propoſed, and ye will ſee it ariſing in ſimple grandeur 
to heaven from whence it came, claiming to be the 
offspring of the only wiſe and good Go p, by the weben, 
and benevolence which ſhine in every part of it. 

Let us value this ſacred depoſitum. Let us ſhew that 
we are worthy of the truſt by our | faithfulneſs to that 
Maſter who has placed us in the Miniſtry, and our zeal os 
the honour of his cauſe. 

If ever there was a time that e zeal 3 in 40 diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt, it is this time; : 

Profligacy of manners, extending itſelf PURITY all ranks 
of ſociety, and a ſyſtematic Infidelity, threaten the over- 
throw of the Church; at leaſt obſcure its glor x. 
Immorality, alas] has the countenance of the great. And 
when the whole head is fick, is it N wouder that the 
whole heart is faint?  _ 
| Infidelity is no longer a b enemy, „ ſhooting from . 
baſe obſcurity, arrows of ſneer, ſophiſtry and ridicule, againſt 
our holy Faith. Its deſign is openly avowed. Some among 
the polite, and ingenious have embarked in the ungenerous 
cauſe. We have adverſaries who are acute and ſenſible. 
Not terrified by the thunderbolts of the bigot, who knows 
the uſe. of no weapons but anathemas, while firebrands, and 
death are whirled round them by the overheated, - though 
well-meaning Chriſtian; they or! thor inf "(5 
with fancied tmph. | 

Should an improper regard to their deſerved ar 
fame bias the minds of any committed to our care, while 
we ſleep, and are inttactives hove ſoyeres and Omg mY 
be the reflection. 

'We ſaw the poiſon ava and adeniniſtered: no anti- 
dote. We ſaw their intention to intercept the beneficial rays of 

— 3 WL . 
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(8 ] 
the Sun of righteouſneſs, and deprive the earth of their kindly 
influences; and yet we remained careleſs and unconcerned. 
Let the honour of God, gratitude to our bleſſed Maſter, 
and the © cries of thouſands. ruined in all their pleaſures, 
and fpoiled of all their comforts” if _—_— be a fable, 
awaken us to zealous diligence. 
| Yet zeal not rightly tempered with 3 my 
greatly injure the beſt of cauſes. Let us, firſt, then take 
heed that we defend only what is fairly ſcriptural. We 
cannot be ſaid to be labourers together with Gop, if we prefer 
human explications of Chriſtianity, to that plain, beautiful 
| . een of it, given us in the Bible. — 

No doubt, a view of the Goſpel thro' certain falſe media, 
has induced many to charge upon it the groſſeſt abſurdities, 
perfectly contrary to its genuine nature. Capital corrup- 
tions of ſcriptural religion have, we know, ſtolen the 
venerable mark of authority ; and to think differently from 
theeſtabliſhed mode, is by too many, even in this my of | 

light, accounted damnable. 
4 Let us however adventure to affirm with Chriſtian 
boldneſs, as good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, that human in- 
ventions however nice or learned, are not divine revelation ; 
the fancies of the enthuſiaſt however fenced with the moſt 
direful threatenings of perdition, are not that Religion, 
which is Reaſon in purity. | 

The advice Eraſmus has given to ; the Romiſh Church, 
deſerves ſurely the attention of all Chriſtian Societies. 
One thing, in my opinion, might reconcile many 

perſons to the Roman Church, and that is, not to decide 
ſo dogmatically upon ſo many ſpeculative points, and to 
make them articles of faith, but only to require an aſſent 
to thoſe doctrines which are manife/tly laid down in holy 
Scripture, and which are neceſſary to ſalvation. THESE 

=_ ARE 


en T 
ARE FEW; and it is eaſier to perſuade men of few ar- 
ticles, than of a vaſt number. Now out of one article 
we make an hundred; of which ſome are ſuch, that a 
man might either doubt of them, or have no notion about 
them, without endangering his ſoul, and his religion. But 
ſuch is the nature of men, that what they have once 
dogmatically decided, they will obſtinately maintain. 
Now Chriſtian Philoſophy, or Theology may be fairly 
reduced to this; that we ought to place our whole truſt 
in Almighty Gop, who graciouſly gives us all things by 


his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; that we are redeemed by the death 


of this Son of Gop, to whoſe body we are united by 
baptiſm, that, being dead to worldly luſts, we may live 
conformably to his precepts, and example, not only doing 
no harm to any, but doing good to all; that when adver- 
fity befalls us, we patiently ſubmit to it, in hopes of 'a 
future recompenſe, at the coming of the Lord; that, we 
make a daily progreſs in virtue, aſcribing nothing t to our 


ſelves, but all to Gov. f 
1 Thelſe things are to be gilt and alete till od 


| habits are formed in the heart. If there be perſons of a 


ſpeculative genius, who want to ſearch into abſtruſer paints 
concerning the divine nature, or the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, . 
with a view to improve their underſtanding, and raiſe their. 


minds and affections above earthly things, be it permitted 


to them; provided always that their Chriſtian brethren. be 


not compelled to believe what this, or that teacher thinks to 


be true. As bonds, deeds, covenants, obligations, inden- 
tures expreſſed in a multitude of RO" afford matter for 
law-ſuits ; fo, in religion, a profuſion. of determinations, 


decrees, and deciſions, begets endleſs controverſies.” 


— 
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For theſe words Eraſmus has been called Frechinkes, | 
Latitudinarian, Infidel, Arian,' Heretic, and what not, by 


the diſciples of Saint n and other * of the 


Church of Rome (e). 


If we defend pure ſcriptural 3 we ſhall e the 
ſame lot. There are not wanting thoſe, who will be 
ready enough, to impoſe on us the ſame names. But we 
ſuffer with pious, moderate, candid, and good men. Shall 
I be charged with too warm an attachment to that great 
Perſon, if I emphatically fay, we ſuffer. with Eraſmus. 


Amidſt all reproaches, let us remember with delight, the 


character given of us in the text, we are not the ſlaves of a 
party, We are labourers together with God. 

Not only let us take care that we are zealous for Scrip- 
tural Chriſtianity, but that we defend even that with 
Chriſtian tempers, and in this ſenſe alſo be labourers with 
Gov, whoſe Jong-ſuffering is ſalvation, who is not willing that 
any ſhould perifh, but that all ſhould come to repentance. . 

Were the religion of Chriſt rightly exemplified, we 
mould have more hope of prevailing. A good life will 
ever be a ſtriking argument. The fruits of the Spirit, are 
love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, 
faith, meekneſs, temperance. Who can behold theſe graces 
meeting in any character * feeling the warmeſt 
reſpect and eſtem ?; 

Let your ligbt ſhine before men, ſaid our Divine Lawgiver ; 
he knew what muſt be the conſequence, men beholding 


(e) JorTiN's life of Eraſmus, Vol. I. p. 198, 109. 
I am not reſponſible for every ſentiment in. this quotation. Tt was inſerted 
in the Sermon, on account of its general tendency, (like that of the Apoſtle's 


_ erecd) to heal the diviſions of the Church, to reſtore a catholic ſpirit, and 


to promote good-will and friendſhip among Chriſtians who may one” in 
me of their opinions. 


Sl Z | WE . your 


1 


your ge works, will glorify your Father who . in 
Heaven. 

Let love, which is the genius of our religion, then ever 
preſide, rule, and direct us, in our diſputes with unbe- 
lievers. There is not the leaſt occaſion for us, to reſerably. 


: the Pythian Priefteſs, | 
Non W non 1 unus, | 


| Non comptz manſere come, ſed pectus anhelum, 

Et rabie fera corda tument, majorque videri, 

Nec mortale ſonans, afflata eſt numine IS: | 

Jam propriote Dei. 

- - Gutidotie;” ſeriouſneſs, and an amiable Glemaity- will 
engage the attention of our opponents. They will hear 
us at leaſt with gratitude, if they remain unconvinced {/* . 

Again — If we would be truly zealous, in the pro» 
motion of genuine Chriſtianity ; ; let ns deviſe every ad 


- „ mean of attaining this noble end. 


To fair repreſentation, and eandid defence, let us add | 
other qualifications arifing from human eme, freedons 
and extent of enquiry. _ 

Many of the friends of infidelity a are men of e letters. 
An author of this day exceeding thoſe who have gone 
before him, * has gracefully united and exhibited in his 
« laborious hiſtory every ſpecięs of eloquence; the flowing 

« diction that entertains, the claſſical precifion that' pleaſes, 
« and the irrefiſtible ſtrength of i that e 
the moſt ſenſible effects. 

Animated by reflection on the high honour of our em- 
ployment as /abourers with Gop, let us enter the fields 
| (f) The ingenious Dr. WaTsoN in his Apology, Nec. has ſurely ſet an 
example to all controverſjal writers, altogether worthy of their imitation. 


Who can read the ſecond page of the Apology without conceiving highly of 
the Doctor's politeneſs, and candour, and chriſtian benevolence. 
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( 2 ] 
of Piece, al make human literature the handmaid to 
Divinity. We live in an age, that glories in being friendly 
to knowledge. We have far greater advantages than thoſe 


who have gone before us. Many bright ſtars have appeared 
in our own Hemiſphere. And the old. Greek and Roman 


authors have ariſen from the graves of ignorance or ſu- 


perſtition. From them we: may learn the pureſt precepts 
of uninſpired morality, delivered in the . moſt enchanting 
language, illuſtrated by the happieſt alluſions, and enforced 
by the moſt: pertinent examples, and the moſt emphatical 
reaſoning. Whatever is amuſing, or. inſtructive in fable, 
whatever in deſcription is beautiful, or in compoſition har- 
monious, whatever can ſoothe, or awaken the human 
Paſſions, the Peek and Wann authors have enrried to 
perfection (g)- Hus 150 OW AN 31 Ning A 
But it is acid that the many. in our congregations are 
inſenfible to the charms of genuine Eloquence.  _ 
They may not indeed be ſcientifically acquainted - with the 
rules « of oratory. Yet. is it moſt certain that a well-com- 
pacted diſcourſe in a pure claflical ſtyle will be more likely 
to affect their minds than a flovenly, incoherent compoſition. 
They may not perhaps learnedly diſcover, the beauty and 
harmony of the deſign, but what is far better, they will feel 
its force uniting in conviction, reproof, and conſolation. 
As to that objection to human learning falſely derived 
from the writings of St. Paul; it is only now in the mouths 
of the Illiterate, or the Enthuſiaſt. ' The Apoſtle has been 
repeatedly and ably vindicated. His defign appears plainly 
this to prove the inſufficiency of.. Philoſophy to anſwer the 
beneficial ends of reformation, and popular inſtruction. St. 


0 Dr. BxzATTIE's Eſſay on the utility of claſſical learning, $ f | 8 
| | | | Paul 
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Paul only ſpeaks the language of that ever to be eſteemed 
Pagan Sage who felt and acknowledged the neceſſity of a 
teacher from Heaven. Their teſtimonies are corroborated by 
the univerſal experience of thoſe days, and we know, that 
be world by wiſdom knew not Gop (5). it 6 Y 

Again, may I have leave to ſay, evict che inpitatinn 
of hereſy,) a neceſſary preparation for advancement in know- 
ledge is freedom of mind. Darkneſs of the worſt ſort, ever 
ſits brooding on that ſoul, which is bound by fetters of ſu- 
perſtitious fear. Human ftandards of truth are too often 
idols, at whoſe ſhrines many a bright genius has been ignobly 
ſacrificed. Ambition, covetouſneſs, and horror have, each 
in their turn, it is apprehended, compelled many to embrace 
and lay down certain firſt principles which are invariably. to 
guide them in all their future reſearches. ; This: has: dane 
much harm to the cauſe of true religion, as well as true 
learning. Such men, I believe without defign;: have done 
what they can, to reſtore that darkneſs, from which we 
happily: began to be freed at the Reformation. Who has 
given any man, or ſet of men, a right to annex damnation to 
the; belief, or diſbelief of any doctrine whatever; Is not this 
evidently the temper of Popery? Popery, not OO 
chriſtianity, dreads a free, impartial enquiry. 14 1 21 t 
As. men we have free-born. ſouls, happily eden of re+ 
firaint. As Proteſtants, not to ſay as me. . are 
en engaged to preſerve that liberty invidlate. 


05) They who fay 1 human l is . no yu ©. in ee are no more EE 
to be CAO with than the honeſt man in En. En: 
©! 1977 Qui ſe credebat miros wadice tragcedos 1480 WORK 
21 In vacuo lætus ſeſſor plauſorque thęeatf o 1 10 
"He 25 * and expects to convince and alter ſuch. perſons, either — 
values his time and pains, or overvalues his abilities. Jer hn, 8 diſc, e con- 


n the truth of Chrift, Rel. Diſe. vi. n. b. 17 7” 
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Let none deprive us of this glory. 


Let our minds diſcreetly ſoar thro the « ſpacious worlds of 
Neid And let nothing bound our enquiries on this 


ſide the throne of Infinite Light and Wiſdom. 


We ſhall aſcend theſe regions gradually 1 pu- 
rity of Atmoſphere. The clouds of narrow prejudice, will 
be left far below. As we advance we ſhall ſee clearer, and 


| clearer. On every ſtep Chriſtianity will improve in our 


eſteem, and when 'we have arrived at the ſummit, ſhine 


forth in all its „ N 2 fair tranſcript of the mind of 


Gov. LS C 
Are not ſuch befercher highly bece ming %% who are 

labourers with Gop ? 5 . 
As a further recommendation of theſe hints to your no- 

tice ſuffer me to obſerve, ſuch ſtudies have a tendency, 


through the aid of divine Grace, to A and harmonize 
the affections of the ſoul, and to promote the happy tem- 
per before noticed. 

A mind accuſtomed to PAIGE? and intelleQual re- 
ſearches having in its own power an endleſs: ſource of 
the moſt. refined amuſement, will acquire a proper diſlike 
to the vain follies of faſhion and pleaſure. And the 
ſeeds of true taſte ſown in it, will fpring up, and flouriſh in 
thoſe purſuits En are _ rational _ moſt ere our 


Terious attention. 


An Immoral . IE that there ſhould exiſt ſo 
abſurd a character,) is oy unfit to diſcharge the duties of 
his ſtation. 

How can he inſtruc, or  exhort with any ſatisfaction, to 
whom the meaneſt of his flock may with juſtice reply, 
Phyſician heal thyſelf? © : | 

How can he reprove or rebuke with all authority, who 
lays himſelf open to the deſerved e of his hearers? 

How 


WER, 

. can he be called a Jabourer with Gon, who is ile 
io and benevolently concerned for the real happineſs 
of mankind, nor ane: careful to N the divine 
Honour? | 


7 conchide.. it 
Are we, my younger COR Wig (for I ſhall not pre- 
ſume to propoſe theſe queſtions to my venerable Fathers 
preſent) Are we, my younger brethren, ſenſible of the 
high dignity of our office? As labourers with Gon, are we 
active, diligent, and indefatigable in diſcharging our duty? 
Animated by a becoming zeal for the honour of our Maſ- 
ter, and warmly attached to the intereſt of truth; do we 
ſtudiouſly endeayour to correct the errors, and Auen the 
practice of our hearers? _ . 
Profeſſedly friends to Chriſtianity 3 4 do we . ex⸗ 
plain its doctrines and precepts, and recommend its Divine 
Author in the warmeſt manner to the Love, and Eſteem of 
our people? 
Do we convince them by our Ii r Tives, as ; well a as our r ſermons, i 
that we really believe what we preach ? If we exhort them 
to expect with watchfulneſs, the appearance of Chriſt as uni- 
verſal Judge, does our well- regulated « conduct . and 
enforce the exhortation? | 
Many will be allured by Sample, who will not. be FER 
ſuaded by difcourſe. Our hearers may periſh through ous 
unholy lives, as well as by our careleſſneſs in preaching. - 
0 jon of man, I have ſet thee a watchman to the houſe of 
Iſrael, therefore thou ſhalt hear the word at my mouth, and 
warn them from me. When I jay to the wicked, O wicked 
man thou ſhalt ſurely die, if thou 4 not Heat, to warn the 
wicked man of his way, that wicked man ſhall die in his iniquity, 
but his bload will IJ require at thy hand. And who will be- 
: 9 lieve 


Fs 
13 
1 
18 
I: 
15 
1 
. 
1 
. 
1 
i 
$44.9 
£4 
17 
Fit, 
4.1 
15 
4 
0 
15 
f 
1 
1 
4 
115 
$'4 
16 
bis - 
14 


— — — 
In 


27 
as — 
. 


TEE IN — 
rr 
— g 2 
— . — — 
. — "I 
5 


. 
1 Þ 


— — cn — 


* . . UL SCENE WEL a 


” hes 
Q EP — > — — 3 — 


— o 


ING 
Chat a 
— — — 


Bruin * 


— 
r — 


+ * «ot 
2 


.. —— — 


— Rr 
d — 


2 — 
— — — — 
* E * 


2 
- mn . — af * * , 
RECIPIENTS Tt. 7 4 ' 7. S 1 4 — —— 
2 * 23 — 3 IC" —ͤä— — 
or oz ooroeoco = wanlitt ob 
7 ” 


K — 
IIS > 
< — — 2 


— 


— ws — 


r 


LES GS 


— 


r 
rr e 


e 


— * — — 
reren err 


— 


4 . 
[ 2 
id 
M4 
9 
1 4 
+ 
* ” 
TY 
2 
1 ? 
- * 
18 
I" 
T1398 4 
4 


7H * 
4.3.4 1 
Sh 

I 


1 61 
lieve the watchman's report of the approaching danger, while 
he himſelf is utterly unconcerned and unprovided ? The ſor- 
ros of an unfaithful miniſter will be infinitely more dread- 
ful than even deſpair can paint, when he remembers the op- 
portunities of doing good he has baſely loſt, and the * 
tal ſpirits, he has unkindly ruined-. „„ 
But I draw a veil over this dark, and e 
Turn we our eyes, to a proſpect chearful, animating, glorious. 

There i is a day of general aſſembly ſhortly coming, when 
all the faithful labourers un the work of Religion ſhall meet 
together. Bigotry will be for ever banjified, and no good 
men will be detained, by an undue attachment, to peculiarity. 
of ſentiment. | 

The pious ſages of Antiquity. Tus venerable Prophets 
and Fathers who all died in faith. 
The Apoſtles, and preachers i in the Chriſtian Chun, of 
every name, forming a goodly and almoſt innumerable 
company; 

The chief Shepherd * Biſhop of Souls, our Lord Je eſus 
Chriſt; and the Supreme Father of Light and Wiſdom 

Himſelf will fill us by His preſence, with unſpeakable joy. 

Then ſhall we reſt from the toils and difficulties of the 
Church on earth, Ahrough: one eternal day. As ng tit I 

We ſhall be united to the one, large, barmonious Society 
collected from all nations, and j join without one diſcordant 
ſound in perfect love and unanimity to cling xr Divine 


* 439 * 


Perfections world without end. N 0 
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